
32% of the youth considered money as the most important 
value in life. For 31% it was self-respect, for 11% it was social 
status, for 9% a sense of accomplishment. Only 3% considered 
honesty as the most important value and 1% considered hard 
work as such. What are your priorities? What is the most im-
portant value for you?

Commitment to a Value-based Education

Swami Vivekananda points out, “Education is the manifesta-
tion of perfection already existing in human person”. Accord-
ing to him, ‘Through education character is formed, strength of 
mind is increased, intellect is expanded and by which one can 
stand on one’s own feet.” Dr. Radhakrishnan says, “Education 
to be complete must be humane. It must include not only the 
training of the intellect, but the refinement of the heart and 
the discipline of the spirit…No amount of factual information 
can ever transform ordinary persons into educated or virtuous 
persons unless something awakened in them- an innate ability 
to live the life of the soul”.

Having a degree does not give people power. Real power is 
being able to make the choice between good or evil, life and 
death, between empowerment and nurturing of people or put-
ting people down, between building a better society or destroy-
ing it. There is a danger to take education  as the exit route to 
a better lifestyle rather than the beginning of a journey, which 

will take a lifetime, a tool to gather 
information rather than a means of 
character formation. Often we come 
across people who have more than 
enough of degrees, but are selfish, 
indifferent, corrupt and cynical. It 
sharpens the reason but also hardens 
the heart, it is away from the basic 
values of truth, love, humanity and 
compassion. It often promotes ma-

terialistic outlook and generates cut-
throat competition.

Precisely for this, the vision statement of our college clearly 
emphasizes the very purpose of education. It is to make you 
intellectually competent, morally upright, socially committed 
and spiritually enlightened citizens of our nation. It is a com-
mitment to integral formation. It not only gives you a degree 
but also guides you to live a purposeful life. That can come 
through the virtues you assimilate during these years of your 
stay here at DBCET.  Virtues of honesty and loyalty, uprightness 
of heart and integrity of soul,  a sincere search for wisdom, a 

commitment to live a life of love and harmony, of hard work and 
commitment, of respect and dignity, of peace and forgiveness. 
These virtues or values are worth learning, studying, teaching, 
practicing, thinking and sharing. During these years of your col-
lege life absorb them, assimilate them, grow comfortable with 
them, in routine activities as well as in extra-ordinary life situa-
tions and utilize them as accepted factors in your daily lives.

I conclude with a simple story with a good lesson in virtues 
to be learned for life.

A milkman became very wealthy through dishonest means.  
Daily he had to cross a river daily to reach the city where his cus-
tomers lived. He mixed the water of the river generously with 
the milk that he sold for a good profit. One day he went around 
collecting the dues in order to celebrate the wedding of his son. 
With the large amount thus collected he purchased plenty of 
rich clothes and glittering gold ornaments. But while crossing 
the river the boat capsized and all his costly purchases were 
swallowed by the river. The milk vendor was speechless with 
grief. At that time he heard a voice that came from the river. “Do 
not weep. What you have lost is only the illicit gains you earned 
through cheating your customers.”

Honest dealings are always supreme. Money and wealth  
earned by wrong methods will never remain with you for for-
ever.

“Cultivate virtue in yourself, and

Virtue will be real

Cultivate virtue in the familly, and 

Virtue will flourish

Cultivate virtue in the village, and

Virtue will Spread

Cultivate virtue in the nation, and

Virtue will be abundant.

Cultivate virtue in the world, and

Virtue will triumph everywhere.”

(Loa Tsu)

Grasp every opportunity that 
comes your way and attain 

“life in its fullness”.
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A very warm welcome to ‘Don Bosco’ and a fruitful academic 
year 2010-2011!

New Academic Year, New Beginnings! New Dreams, New Ven-
tures and New Opportunities! Carpe Diem! Seize the day! Grab ev-
ery opportunity and live life in its fullness!

The start of an academic year is always a happy time on campus. 
It is a time when old friendships are rekindled and new friendships 
are built. The DBCET community is a Don Bosco Family and you are 
the core members of this family, and you share the privilege with 
thousands of Bosconians all around the world, many of whom are 
distinguished leaders of society who have made a difference with 
their committed life. They are beacons in serving their community, 
championing the cause of the poor in political, social and economic 
fields. They are close to the disadvantaged, they alleviate poverty, 
they take care of orphans and the less privileged members of soci-
ety. I am sure the examples of such persons and their achievement 
will inspire you to follow in their footsteps and that you will truly be 
the proud students of ‘Don Bosco Family.’

During this academic year DBCET is determined to help you 
to discover and explore all your talents and abilities to the full, 
because we have high expectations from you. Plan well right 
from the start to spend this academic year fruitfully. Think 
critically and independently and daily make right choices in 
life. Be a professional in all that you do – taking great care of 
the little things of ordinary daily life. Strive for excellence and 
uphold the reputation of ‘Don Bosco International Brand’. This 
will help you to create a wonderful and bright future both for 
yourselves and for the society in which you live. Treasure ev-
ery moment that you spend in DBCET. You are entering onto a 
path that leads to rich opportunities for your integral growth 
and development.  So, right from the start learn to lead and 
organize your own life activities, set new traditions, rejuve-
nate old ones, reach out and explore new horizons.

DBCET is determined  to become an ‘Educational ‘Institu-
tion with a Difference’ and to make it one of the finest aca-
demic institutions in our country. You can contribute your part 
in this great adventure by endeavouring to be the best that 
you can be. The management and the staff will guide and sup-
port you in all possible ways to reach your goal. You will be 
offered a wealth of experiences to enrich your college life and 
a wide range of services and facilities to help you to make the 
most of your time at DBCET. Therefore, cherish the opportu-
nity of studying in a Don Bosco Institution and strive whole 
heartedly to excel in the field you have chosen and make your 
time here as memorable and rewarding as possible.

Living in a World of Contradictions

We live in a world of contradictions. The long history of 
humankind has seen a lot 
of progress. While  we 
have made tremendous 
advancements and innova-
tions in a variety of fields, 
we are still faced with the 
various problems at differ-
ent levels. Despite the fact 
that wealth and income is 
increasing at an extraordi-
nary rate, about one fourth 

of the people of the world live in dire poverty, most of them in 
India. Even though the scientific and technological revolution 
has opened new avenues for the expansion of knowledge and 
education, millions of people still remain illiterate. While there 
is a strong movement at the global level for promoting plural-
ism, religious intolerance and fundamentalism and terrorism 
in many parts of the world have led to hatred, violence, com-
munal divide in society. Corruption and unethical practices in 
various professions is causing serious concern to all people of 
good will. Democracy in different parts 
of the world co-exists with large scale 
violation of human rights and discrimi-
nation and exploitation of women, 
and other weaker sections of society. 
In spite of being aware of the dangers 
of environmental degradation, nature 
continues to be mercilessly destroyed 
threatening the very survival of the hu-
man race.

The root cause of all these is indifference, lack of sensitivity 
and lack of awareness that, as human beings  we are all con-
nected to one another and to creation. We need to build bonds 
of love and solidarity with all, celebrate our differences, mani-
fest care, concern and compassion, uphold all the weak and 
vulnerable section of the society, give a meaningful and hope-
filled future for our children.  Only this sustains life, gives hap-
piness, brings synergy, builds a civilization of love and makes us 
more humane.

Higher Education – a privilege of the few

In India just 7%  of the children who go to school have ac-
cess to higher education. You, therefore, belong to this elite 

group who have the privilege of receiving higher education, 
that too in a professional college. This privilege accompanies 
with it a duty and a responsibility. Duty- to make the best of 
every opportunity and be accountable for your own growth 
as young adults. Set your priorities right. Be focused! Learn to 

manage your time well. Take seriously your 
commitment to study. Regular study hab-
its, constant and determined hard work 
will lead you to a world of success. And a 
responsibility - having been educated you 
need to commit yourself for the social 
transformation of the society in which 
you live. If we do not use our privileges 
to become better, to become more sensi-
tive to the pain and suffering of less privi-
leged, to become more loving and caring 
human beings towards the others, we are 

doing nothing better than those who use their privileges to op-
press others. 

Education for Transformation

Education is the medium of knowledge, self-preservation 
and success. Education not only gives us a platform to succeed, 
but also the knowledge of social conduct, strength of charac-
ter and self-respect. The greatest gift education gives us is the 
knowledge of unconditional love and a set of values.

These values include the simple difference between right 
and wrong, a belief in God who loves and cares for everyone, 
the importance of hard work and self-respect, a commitment 
to honesty and integrity, an ability to stand by values and 
principles, a dedication towards the poor and the oppressed. 
Education is a continuous learning experience, learning from 
people, learning from success and failures, learning from daily 
events of life and then growing up to be the persons we are 
meant to be.

Awareness of oneself and one’s background, knowledge of 
one’s strengths and limitations, respect for every human per-
son, even the least one, sensitivity to the feelings of others, an 

altruistic attitude, honesty and hu-
mility are qualities of a person with 
education, culture and civilization. 

A survey was conducted among 
the youth to find out their priorities 
with regard to different values (The 
Times of India, May 27, 1995)


