
important, 73% of the youth population is literate. By 2015, 
they will belong to a generation born in the post-economic re-
forms era with access to enabling technology, greater economic 

opportunities and advanced educa-
tional standards. By 2020, just a de-
cade from now, the average Indian 
will be 29, compared to 37 in China 
and the US, 45 in Western Europe 
and 48 in Japan. This is not just an 
enormous market, but new citizens 
with emerging civic responsibilities, 
new voters with changing political 

sensibilities and new professionals with ideas they want to 
implement.

Youth Power can transform India

Our former President, Shri A.P.J Kalam says that the chal-
lenge of transforming India can be achieved through young 
people who have got the power of ideas, ambition and ability. 
According to him the resource of youth is an important build-
ing block for transforming India into a developed nation. He 
exhorts the young people to cultivate two unique character-
istics. One is building capacity to inquire, to be creative, and 
develop the qualities of entrepreneurship and moral leader-
ship and the second is the development of moral value sys-
tem. His message for young people is, “Cultivate high level 
thinking to transform the vision into mission, acquisition of 
knowledge from all sources and working without boundary 
conditions till the realization of the mission…”

What can you do?

History and contemporary society is full of amazing stories 
of young people who have made a huge difference to their 
world. 

• Joan of Arc led 3,000 French Knights to victory in the 
Battle of Orleans at the age of 17

• Mozart composed his first symphony at the age of 6
• Einstein wrote his first paper on the theory of relativity 

at the age of 16
• Steven Spielberg wrote and directed his first large scale 

movie – ‘Firelight’ at the age of 16

The Magazine, ‘India Today’ (October 4, 2010), highlighted 
35 achievers under 35 to show why India’s youth dividend 
works. We have watched ‘Commonwealth Games’ and we 
have marveled at our young athletes. There are many young 
people, sung and unsung heroes and heroines, who constant-

ly leave their imprints on the sands of time, leading our coun-
try forward, sacrificing their life, surrendering everything for 
a noble cause. The very mention of their names fills the heart 
of any Indian with pride. Being with you, seeing the display of 
your gifts and talents, your youthful energies and initiatives, 
your abilities and capacities I often wonder at the immense 

good you can achieve. 

I invite you, during this year 
that is yours, you who are the 
powerhouse and storehouse 
of infinite energy, the hope 
and pride of our nation, strive 

to   bring golden age and laurels  to ensure a bright future 
for our country. All you need to do is to direct your energy 
into constructive channels that lead to development and 
progress. Your creative potential coupled with your zeal and 
enthusiasm, energy and versatility can work wonders for our 
nation. Be empowered then with the right kind of education 
which makes you scientific and logical, open-minded and self-
respecting, responsible, honest and patriotic. Without these 
virtues there may be the danger of remaining in a deep slum-
ber of complacency.

Mahatma Gandhi, reminded us years ago. ‘Young people 
are the salt of the nation with ability to change the course of 
history’. Our tomorrow will be what you decide today. What 
sort of society do you want to build? What sort of political 
ideology will you support?  Will you be able to dream with 
imagination and excel with innovation? Will you prove that 
you have the ability to embrace risk in a fearful world?

Did you know that youth participation leads to better deci-
sions, that it is an integral part of a democratic society? 

Grasp every opportunity that 
comes your way and attain 

“life in its fullness”.

thoughts for a fuller life
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Welcome to the International Year of Youth (IYY)

Do you know that we are living in a very important year 
dedicated to young people all around the world? On Decem-
ber 18, 2009, the United Nations General Assembly adopted 
a resolution A/RES/64/134, that the period 12 August 2010 

to 12 August 2011 will be the Inter-
national Year of Youth (IYY).  The year 
coincides with the 25th anniversary 
of the first International Year of Youth 
in 1985 with its theme: ‘Participation, 
Development and Peace’. UN Secre-
tary General, Ban Ki-moon, highlight-
ing the role of young people appealed 

to the world community saying, “Youth deserve our full com-
mitment – full access to education, adequate healthcare, em-
ployment opportunities, financial services and full participa-
tion in public life... Youth should be given a chance to take 
an active part in the decision-making at local, national and 
global levels.” This is your year and so, I am going to share 
with you some information and reflection on the importance 
of this event for you and also for the entire world.

Why an International Year of Youth? 

The world is facing many, often overlapping crises, including 
financial, security, environmental and other socio-economic 
challenges hindering development and progress. Investing in 
and partnership with youth is key to addressing these challeng-
es in a sustainable manner. The greatest wealth and strength 
of any nation lies in the hands of young people. They are the 
present and as well as the future of our world. They bring 
hope, youthfulness and they determine the future course of 
our world.

In this year dedicated to young people, everyone is invited 
to promote the ideals of peace and progress, freedom and 
respect for Human Rights, solidarity across generations, cul-
tures, religions and civilizations and the promotion of youth in 
all spheres and the achievement of Millennium Development 
Goals. Member States of UN are encour-
aged to hold national events to celebrate 
the year and to raise public awareness 
about the important contributions of 
youth to their country’s development, 
and to review their national youth de-
velopment policies and programmes to 
fully implement the World Programme 
of Action for Youth.

Logo Design of IYY

The logo of IYY is made up of different coloured speech 
bubbles to symbolize the communication of youth from 

around the globe. It is an accurate inter-
pretation of the year’s theme: ‘Dialogue 
and Mutual Understanding’. The logo lends 
itself very well to the whole concept be-
hind this year: the global encouragement 
of youth initiatives and their involvement 
around the world. The world ‘Government’ 
is often synonymous with conservative val-
ues, boredom and lack of creativity in young 

people’s minds. This logo design will help to break these ste-
reotypes in their minds, since it has the potential of actually 
succeeding at capturing the attention of today’s youth.

Theme of IYY: Dialogue and Mutual Understanding

The theme chosen for this important event is: “Dialogue 
and Mutual Understanding’. The choice of the theme re-
flects the General Assembly’s appreciation of the value of 
dialogue among young people from different cultures as well 
as among different generations. The event will be an occasion 
to celebrate young people’s energy, imagination and initia-
tives and to recognize their crucial contributions to enhanc-
ing peace and development. It is also an opportunity for the 
international community to demonstrate their commitment 
to young people. IYY will highlight opportunities and chal-
lenges for young people throughout the year in different re-
gions and countries.

Slogan of IYY: OUR YEAR, OUR VOICE!

Interestingly enough, when DESA (UN Division for Social 
Policy and Development) was searching for a slogan for IYY, 
they used Facebook to reach out to and ask for suggestions 
from youth around the world. Nearly 500 suggestions were re-
ceived and they came up with this official slogan: ‘OUR YEAR, 
OUR VOICE!’ This was a great initiative on the part of the DESA 
to make use of a modern medium to communicate with to-
day’s youth, get their opinions and involve them in the creation 
process.

The world wants to see young people as a resource; in fact, 
they are the most precious resource our world possesses. Young 
people should become the centre of democracy and develop-
ment. Genuine youth participation gives the young people the 
power to shape both the process and the outcome. The world 

needs young people, their ideas and their voice. The capacity 
to make a difference between the world of today and of tomor-
row rests with the young people. Use this year to make your 
voice to be long remembered in the history of the world. Gan-
dhi once said, ‘Be the change you want to see in the world.’ 
And Barak Obama reiterated: ‘Change will not come if we wait 
for some other person or some other time. We are the ones 
we’ve been waiting for. We are the change that we seek’. This 
is your year. Raise your voice and make a positive difference in 
our world. That power is within you.

Three Key Objectives of IYY:

To guide the celebrations of the IYY, the UN has developed 
the Framework Approach highlighting three key objectives for 
the year, namely:

• Create Awareness (increase commitment and invest-
ment on youth).

• Mobilize and engage (increased youth participation and 
partnerships).

• Connect and build bridges (increased intercultural un-
derstanding among youth).

Why the focus on Young People?

The UN defines youth as those between the ages of 15 to 
24. Today, youth represent 18% of the global population or 1.2 
billion people. 87% of youth live in developing countries fac-
ing challenges brought about by limited access to resources, 
healthcare, education, training, employment and economic 
opportunities. Young people are a major human resource 
for development, positive social change and technological 
innovation. Their ideals, energy and vision are essential for 
the continuing development of society. Young people are not 
merely passive beneficiaries but effective agents of change. 
Dedicated, enthusiastic and creative young people have been 
contributing to development by addressing society’s most 
challenging issues.

Youth Power in India

Benjamin Disraeli, former British Prime Minister, once said 
that the youth of a nation are the trustees of posterity. For 
India, that carries a special resonance. It is a fact that the 
majority of our population is under 35 years of age. What 
matters for a nation’s economic growth is not the size of the 
population but its age structure. The young population of 
our country (aged 13 – 35) is 459 million, or 38% of the total 
population and will reach close to 574 million in 2020. More 


