
● Over 2.6 billion people lack access to adequate sanita-
tion

● In India alone, waterborne diseases cost the economy 73 
million working days per year.

●	 As	little	as	one	dollar	can	provide	clean	water	for	a	child	
in	the	developing	world	for	an	entire	year.

Bankim	Chandra	Chattopadhyay,	 a	 visionary	 poet,	 in	 our	 na-
tional	song,	“Vande	Mataram’,	salutes	the	prosperity	of	our	Moth-
erland	and	its	rich	natural	resources	and	plentiful	water.	Yet,	India	
and	the	world	at	large	is	facing	the	problem	of	water	since	many	
years.	The	future	of	the	world	is	under	threat	due	to	water	crisis.	
Water	crisis	is	not	about	too	little	water	to	fulfill	our	needs.	It	is	the	
crisis	of	managing	water	so	poorly	that	billons	of	people,	animals	
and	the	environment	suffer	badly.	The	future	of	the	world	is	under	
threat	due	to	water	crisis.	Intelligent	utilization	of	water	resources	
is	the	need	of	the	hour.

The	time	has	come	to	address	the	impending	threat	of	a	water	
crisis	which	jeopardizes	the	existence	of	millions	of	people	around	
the	world.	With	changes	in	climatic	conditions,	and	steadily	declin-
ing	rainfall	 in	many	areas,	the	time	has	come	to	get	to	the	root	
cause	of	the	problem	and	arrive	at	measures	to	address	the	prob-
lem.	More	than	any	other	issues	the	catastrophic	water	shortage	

could	prove	the	biggest	threat	to	humankind	in	coming	years.	 If	
we	value	our	own	future	in	this	planet,	we	should	take	notice	of	
the many ways we can conserve water and live in a way that does 
not	pose	a	danger	to	the	delicate	natural	climatic	processes	of	the	
earth. Water scarcity is both a natural and human-made phenom-
enon.	There	is	enough	freshwater	on	the	planet	for	people,	but	it	
is	distributed	unevenly	and	too	much	of	it	is	wasted,	polluted	and	
unsustainably managed.

Young People’s role in saving water
In	many	 Schools	 and	Colleges,	 	 students	organize	 awareness	

programmes	for	adults	to	conserve	water	and	save	the	environ-
ment.	The	future	of	our	world	is	in	your	hands	and	this	is	all	the	
more	reason	why	you	should	get	into	the	act	of	saving	water	right	
now.	You	should	be		aware	that	while	there	is	scarcity	of	water	in	
many	places	there	is	also	mindless	wastage	of	water	in	posh	resi-
dential	areas,	offices	and	government	buildings.	Why	not	get	in-
volved in the campaign to save water.

As	students	and	younger	generation,	 labeled	as	the	‘Hope	of	
our	Motherland,	the	future	of	humanity’,	you	should	play	an	ac-
tive	and	vital	role	in	saving	and	preserving	our	nature	from	total	
destruction.	In	your	homes	and	neighbourhood,	be	a	nature-loving	
citizen.	Take	care	of	the	earth	and	all	its	resources,	especially	water.	
Learn to value all the things God has given to us – the water, trees 
and	soil.	They	are	important	part	of	our	living	planet.

Water	crisis	is	one	of	the	major	issues	our	world	is	facing	and	
it	is	our	duty	and	responsibility		to	guard	it	from	wastage	and	pol-
lution.	Water	is	our	life.	We	are	all	aware	of	it.	Every	day	we	come	
across	so	many	articles	or	see	so	many	posters	regarding	the	con-
servation	of	this	precious	resource.	But,	by	just	celebrating	World	
Water	Day	once	a	year,	writing	about	the	problem	or	discussing	
ways to conserve water, we will not be able to solve the problem. 
We	really	need	to	do	something.	We	are	all	aware	of	the	impor-
tance	of	water	and	we	also	know	several	ways	of	saving	water.	Let	
us	do	what	we	know.	Let	us	not	wait	for	others	to	start.	We	need	
to	become	trendsetters	rather	than	just	 	 followers.	All	 the	small	
steps	taken	by	us	will	ultimately	solve	the	problem	as	‘a	journey	of	
thousand	miles	begins	with	a	small	step’.

What can you do?
●	 Talk	 to	 your	 friends,	 family	 members	 and	 neighbours	

about water crisis and see what can be done concretely 
to save water.

●	 Use	only	whatever	water	is	necessary,	even	if	you	have	
plenty	of	it.

●	 Close	the	taps	well,	so	that,	you	prevent	wasting	even	a	
few	drops	of	water.

●	 Take	quick	showers,	it	helps	saving	a	lot	of	water	a	day.
●	 Turn	off	taps	while	brushing	your	teeth.
●	 Check	pipes	for	leaks	–	even	the	smallest	drip	can	waste	

a	lot	of	water	a	day.

By	doing	these	and	other	simple	things,	we	are	reminded	of	
the	famous	phrase	during	the	first	human	landing	on	the	moon:	‘A	
small	step	for	man,	a	GIANT	leap	for	humankind’.

“Safe drinking water and basic sanitation are intrinsic to hu-
man survival, well-being and dignity.”

    Ban Ki-moon
    Un Secretary General

Grasp every opportunity that 
comes	your	way	and	attain	

“life	in	its	fullness”.
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Save Water! Save Life! 
Save the World!



Save Water! Save Life! Save the World!
International	World	Water	Day	(WWD)	is	held	annually	on	22	

March	 as	 a	means	 of	 focusing	 attention	 on	 the	 importance	 of	
freshwater	and	advocating	the	sustainable	management	of	fresh-
water	resources.	It	was	recommended	at	the	1992	United	Nations	
Conference	on	Environment	and	Development	(UNCED)	in	Rio	de	
Janeiro,	Brazil.	Observance	began	in	1993	and	has	grown	signifi-
cantly ever since.

The	UN	and	its	member	nations	devote	this	day	to	implement-
ing	 UN	 recommendations	 and	 promoting	 concrete	 activities	

within their countries re-
garding	the	world’s	water	
resources. Since its incep-
tion	 in	 1993,	 it	 has	 been	
responsible	 for	 selecting	
the theme, messages and 
lead	 UN	 agency	 for	 the	
World	Day	of	Water.	WWD	
is	 a	 time	 to	 focus	 public	
attention	 on	 the	 critical	
water	 issues	 of	 our	 era.		
As	we	are	in	the	month	of	
March,	 I	thought	of	dedi-
cating	 this	 issue	 to	 this	
very important theme, 
inviting	 everyone	 to	 play	
their part and address this 

vital issue in a concrete way.

World Water Day: March 22, 2011.
Theme: Water for Cities: Responding to the Urban Challenges

The	theme	chosen	for	this	year’s	World	Water	Day	 is,	Water 
for Cities: Responding to the Urban Challenges.	The	objective	of	
World	Water	Day	2011	is	to	focus	international	attention	on	the	
impact	 of	 rapid	 urban	 population	 growth,	 industrialization	 and	

uncertainties	 caused	 by	 climate	 change,	
conflicts	and	natural	disasters	on	urban	wa-
ter systems. The theme aims to spotlight 
and	encourage	governments,	organizations,	
communities,	and	individuals	to	actively	en-
gage	 in	 addressing	 the	 challenge	 of	 urban	
water management.

The	global	observance	of	WWD	2011,	to	
be	hosted	by	the	Government	of	South	Africa	 in	Cape	Town,	 in	
close	cooperation	with	the	city	of	Cape	Town	and	the	West	Cape	
Provincial Government. It is a very good opportunity to discuss a 

range	of	options	 for	 tackling	urban	wa-
ter	and	 sanitation	challenges	 facing	our	
world. A plenary programme will be or-
ganized	with	presentations,	 debate	 and	
cultural events, speeches, interviews and 
worldwide	videoconferencing	via	internet	
and	an	exhibit/fair	will	feature	key	inter-
national	as	well	as	national	organizations	
and	companies	presenting	their	activities	
on	Water	and	Urbaniza				tion.

International Decade for Action: ‘Water for Life 
2005 – 2015’

Our	life	depends	to	a	great	extent	on	water	–	the	spring	of	life.	
The	indiscriminate	use	and	wastage	of	water	leads	to	the	destruc-
tion	of	life.	Water	contributes	to	sustainable	development	in	vari-
ous	important	ways.	It	is	a	major	source	of	energy	in	many	parts	
of	the	world.		Agriculture	is	the	main	source	of	the	world’s	food	
supply	and	the	prime	source	of	livelihood	for	billions	of	people	in	
rural	areas.	Irrigation	for	agriculture	consumes	large	quantities	of	
freshwater,	leading	in	many	places	to	increasing	water	scarcity.

Understanding	the	importance	of	water	and	the	scarcity	faced,	
United	Nations	Office	supports	the	 International	Decade	for	Ac-
tion:	“Water for Life 2005 – 2015”.	 It	provides	an	excellent	op-
portunity	for	the	international	community	to	advance	towards	a	
truly	integrated	approach	to	the	management	of	the	world’s	wa-

ter that ensures its sustainable use 
for	generations	to	come.	It	has	also	
established	“Water	for	Life”	–	best	
practices	 Award.	 The	 purpose	 of	
this	award	is	to	promote	efforts	to	
fulfill	 international	 commitments	
made on water and water-related 
issues	 by	 2015	 through	 recogni-
tion	 of	 outstanding	 best	 practices	
that can ensure the long-term sus-

tainable	management	of	water	 resources	and	contribute	 to	 the	
achievement	of	 internally	agreed	goals	and	targets	contained	 in	
the	Millennium	Development	Goals	(MDG).

The	prize	is	awarded	yearly	in	two	categories.	Category	1:	‘Best	
water	management	practices’,	and	category	2:	‘Best	participatory,	
communication,	awareness-raising	and	education	practices.’	Every	
year,	special	emphasis	is	being	put	on	the	theme	selected	for	next	
World	Water	Day.	This	year	special	focus	is	given	to	the	topic	“Ur-
ban	Water	Management”.	The	prize	will	be	awarded	at	a	special	
ceremony	on	World	Water	Day,	22	March.

Water is essential for life
Over	1	billion	people	 in	 the	world	 lack	 sustainable	access	 to	

fresh	water.	Global	Ministries	is	raising	awareness	about	the	criti-
cal	need	for	fresh	and	accessible	water	around	the	world	through	
the	‘Water	For	All’	campaign.	Water	is	a	vital	ingredient	for	life.	It	is	
earth’s	most	precious	resource	and	supply	of	it	is	rapidly	shrinking.	
It	is	important	that	at	this	moment	we	recognize	the	serious	ques-
tions	confronting	us	on	the	planet	over	water.	Water	is	a	gift	from	
God	for	all	creation	and	should	be	viewed	as	a	gift,	not	as	a	com-
modity	for	profitable	gain.	As	responsible	stewards	of	God’s	gift,	
we	need	to	help	protect	the	gift	of	water	by	going	beyond	verbal	
expressions	of	concern.	We	must	do	something.	It	is	time	to	act.

Water and women
Women’s	 lives	all	around	the	world	are	closely	connected	to	

water. Women play an important role in providing, managing and 
safeguarding	water.	They	are	the	main	
role	models	within	 the	 family	when	 it	
comes	 to	 sanitation	 and	 hygiene.	 In	
most	 societies,	 women	 have	 primary	
responsibility	 for	water	 supply,	 sanita-
tion	and	health	at	the	household	level.	
Water	is	necessary	not	only	for	drinking,	
but	 also	 for	 food	 preparation,	 care	 of	
domestic	 animals,	 crop	 irrigation,	 per-
sonal	hygiene,	care	of	the	sick,	cleaning,	
washing	and	waste	disposal	–	all	activi-
ties	that	are	largely	the	responsibility	of	

women.	Women	and	girls	have	the	greatest	need	for	private	and	
safe	sanitation	facilities.	

Here are some shocking facts about water
●	 Over	1.5	billion	people	do	not	have	access	to	clean,	safe	

water.
●	 Almost	4	million	people	die	each	year	from	water	related	

diseases
●	 98%	 water	 related	 deaths	 occur	 in	 the	 developing	

world.
●	 Unsafe	water	is	the	biggest	killer	of	children	under	5.	
●	 Over		1	billion	people	use	less	than	6	litres	of	water	per	

day.
●	 Lack	of	access	to	clean	water	and	sanitation	has	claimed	

more lives through disease than any war through guns.
●	 Half	the	world’s	schools	do	not	have	access	to	clean	wa-

ter,	nor	adequate	sanitation.
●	 On	an	average	women	in	Africa	and	Asia	have	to	walk	3.7	

miles to collect water.


