
ings. You care about others and want to contribute in a positive 
way. Just remember it doesn’t need to always be a substantial 
contribution. Little gestures can mean a lot. A smile, a caring 
gesture, a helping hand, a handshake all are little pearls of life 
that brighten someone’s life.

I invite you to get yourself involved in the wonderful ven-
ture of giving and receiving through the social commitment 
programme.  Reach out to do something that will bring joy and 
happiness, smile and sunshine  in the lives of others, especially 
the poor and the down-trodden section of our society. And 
watch and see what happens to you! It’s a surprise!!!

Punctuality – the door to success
An important meeting was being held for the leaders of In-

dia’s Independence movement. Eminent persons Gandhi, Neh-
ru, Tilak, Azad and Patel were in attendance for chalking out 
the future strategy to throw out British rule from the Country. 
The meeting began, but Tilak could only come to the meeting 
five minutes late. Gandhiji stopped the proceedings, looked 
intently at Tilak and exclaimed: “If India’s Independence from 
the British rule will be delayed by five minutes, Tilak will have 
to take the blame for it.”

Gandhiji was very keen on be-
ing punctual everywhere. He was 
always a man in a hurry. In con-
trast, some people by nature are 
always late for everything they at-
tend. They procrastinate and as a 
consequence they can never meet 
a deadline or an appointment. This 
can affect our performance at ev-
ery level – education, career, fami-
ly, social life, etc. The one who is al-
ways late misses on the beginnings 

of things and events, which often are the best parts. There are 
many incidents of people missing trains and flights because of 
their compulsive nature of being late for everything. By being 
late, they are missing the opportunities for success.

We Indians have a bad name for being late for everything 
in every place. You are in a professional college. Cultivate this 
good habit of coming on time wherever you are. For according 
to Haliburton ‘Punctuality is the soul of business.’  Punctuality 
is a habit that can be developed. It takes great effort at first, 
but eventually it simply happens. Habits are formed by repeti-
tion. If you want to acquire the habit of punctuality, you must 
repeat this behaviour again and again.

May this new academic year be a year of punctuality for 
you.  I want to urge you, cultivate this wonderful habit of punc-
tuality.  Be punctual for the morning assembly, for your classes, 
for any programmes or activity or event both in the college,  
and  outside the college. 

Let’s get started!
We are all familiar with the image of ‘spark.’ It was just three 

years ago that DBCET was born… A little spark was lit at that 
time. We are able to see how that spark is kept lit and it’s grow-
ing and glowing brighter and bigger day by day. Almost a 1000 
students are in our campus! There is so much of  life and zest, 
joy and youthfulness around.  The first batch of students have 
already reached their final year! There is growth. The flame is 
kept lit and it’s burning bright!

You have a part to play to make the spark brighter still. How 
would you do that? It’s simple. Be purposeful in pursuing ex-
cellence in every field. Be accountable for all your choices and 
activities. Remember you are responsible for building a DBCET 
Culture in the college as illustrated in our code of ethics and 
behavioral guidelines. Please keep an open mind about the im-
pact that each and every one of you has on each other and the 
culture of the college. Be proud to be a Bosconian. Take care of 
the campus as well as the facilities and the space that you use. 
Pick up trash when you see it; greet your teachers and friends, 
visitors or guests when you meet, be respectful towards the 
elders, be considerate towards the service staff and attentive 
when someone is speaking, cheer those who do well, even if 
they are not your friends, have respect for the rules and guide-
lines which have been created to guide you, not to oppress 
you. These are the little things that significantly impact the 
ethos of our college.

Goethe once said, “Whatever you 
can do, or dream you can, begin it. Bold-
ness has genius, power and magic in it. 
Begin it now.” 

Let’s get started!

Grasp every opportunity that 
comes your way and attain 

“life in its fullness”.
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Welcome to the new academic year 2011 – 2012! A new 
Academic year is always an exciting time, when freshers from 
far and near become part of this great Don Bosco Family. It  
is a time for new hopes, new goals, new challenges, new in-
sights,  new opportunities, new inspirations, etc. It also brings 
into your life new friends, giving you plenty of chances to grow 
through your interaction with one another. Seize every oppor-
tunity to exchange ideas, start some new initiatives, discover 
new ventures to give new wings to your dreams and aspira-
tions.  Best wishes to you to make this academic year a fulfilling 
and productive one!

At the very outset, I want you to remember that you are 
meant to be great. That life has a purpose. Therefore start the 
year well. Live life passionately, to the full. Take the long view 
and prepare for a fuller life.  Take daily risks. Fill your days with 
beauty and colour. Search for the best that every day will bring. 
Seize every opportunity to excel. Remember there will never 
be a best time to be the best you than today. Exert more of 
your hidden potential, liberate more of your natural creativ-
ity, uncover more of your authenticity. Each day life sends you 
chances to learn, grow and step into your best. Don’t miss 
them. Some opportunities never come again. Make every day, 
rather most of the days some very special learning experiences 
that you will treasure for a life time.

I would like to dedicate this first issue of Carpe Diem of 
this academic year to the little tit-bits of life that we live here 
at DBCET on a regular basis, which bring, colour, inspiration, 
motivation and zest to our life. I desire that you take seriously 
these little things and be faithful to it and see how you are on a 
journey of becoming a complete human being!

Assembly Therapy
Here at DBCET we have a special feature – the daily morning 

assembly. An assembly brings together the entire College Com-
munity. Students - seniors, juniors and freshers; Staff – teach-
ing and non-teaching and the management.  It evokes a pa-
triotic feeling and a sense of belonging and bonding together 
as a family. It’s a moment of coming together, sharing some 
inspirational insights. It is a moment of surrender to settle the 
disturbed mind, to set the tone for the day. It’s a moment of 
encounter with the Divine through reflection and prayer, seek-
ing God’s blessings and his touch to face the entire day fruit-
fully.  

Morning assembly plays a pivotal role in the very function-
ing of the College effectively. We have begun this beautiful 
practice here at DBCET and I have been very much inspired by 

what some of you have prepared and presented during these 
past years. It’s a platform for many of you to face the public, to 
address a gathering,  to communicate and share effectively and  
clearly some ideas and thoughts and to overcome your fears. 
It’s a platform for grooming leaders -to cultivate leadership 
qualities, to influence others, to master presentation skills etc.

The Morning Assembly is truly a therapeutic beginning  for 
the entire College Community together. As we are at the start 
of our academic year, I invite you to be on time, to participate 
actively, to come forward to share some  ideas and views that 
could inspire everyone present when it is the turn of your 
branch to animate it. 

Library – the Treasure House of Knowledge
A library is a treasure-house of knowledge. A well-stocked 

library is an asset to the college. It is said that the real purpose 
of books is to train the mind for self thinking. Books, maga-
zines, newspapers, journals etc. provide information, inculcate 

ideas and develop knowledge which is 
important in this world of knowledge 
explosion.

We have a good computerized li-
brary. And you have a lot of free time. 
Use it profitably and cultivate good 
reading habit. During the SDP you 
have understood how important it 
is for you to be well versed with cur-
rent events. All the resource persons 
have emphasized the importance of 
cultivating good reading habits. I in-
vite you during this academic year to  

make  good use of the library.  We are shaped by the things we 
read, conversations we have, ideas we share, people we meet 
and friends we cherish.

And Remember, ‘Today’s readers are tomorrow’s leaders.’

Student Development Programmes (SDP) and 
Industry Academia Interactions

DBCET organizes regular SDP and Pathways to Future – In-
dustry Academia Interactions. I exhort you participate actively 
in such events. Such programmes help you to think outside the 
box, to widen your horizons and introduce you to the larger 
world.  Except the freshers, all of you had the opportunity of 
participating in a series of such programmes both residential 
or otherwise. I am also aware of your feedback and your en-
thusiastic participation and the abundance of talents and gifts 

you have. Let not that enthusiasm die off. During your free 
time organize some of the follow-up programmes that you had 
planned as your learning experience and commitment.

Co-curricular and Extra-curricular activities 
through Groups and Clubs

A lot of learning happens outside the classroom. It is widely 
accepted that Co-curricular and Extra-Curricular activities hold 
a place of great importance in the field of education for the 
all round development of  students. In fact, DBCET lays special 
emphasis on the need of co-curricular and extra-curricular ac-
tivities, because such activities are the source of enrichment 
and vitalization. They provide opportunities of self-expression 
and inculcates a sense of confidence, helps in the development 
of soft skills and are a great help in your journey of becom-
ing a complete human being.  We have several co-curricular 
and extra-curricular clubs. Your active involvement in them will 
help you to act critically, to live in a  friendly, manner to think 
creatively and to develop of a sense of responsibility. Better 
achievement in these activities will give you a great sense of 
satisfaction and a sense pride for the task accomplished.

Experience the Joy of Giving through community service
A beggar on Saturday (June 25, 2011) proved that charity 

only needs a big heart rather than deep pockets. Khimjibhai 
Prajapati, 64 and a beggar in Mehsana for a decade, donated 
clothes to 11 poor hearing and speech-impaired girls at the 
Shrimati Kesarbai Kilachand School for the deaf.

Why did he give alms to the unfortunate children at the 
school? He said, “I just need two meals a day and some money 
to send back to my ailing wife in Rajkot to cure her ulcers and 
lung infection. Apart from this, whatever I earn I use to buy 
food for the poor, hungry people. Since a long time I wished 
to do something for girls and I am happy to donate for them. 
Whether rich or poor, one should always try to help the needy.”  
Wonderful story of an extra-ordinary man. He shared his little 
with those who had less than himself. It was a joy shared and 
a joy doubled!

Yes, life is about giving. You need to give to get. Giving does 
begin the receiving process. But what will you give? Give sup-
port to get it. Give praise to receive it. Give more respect to 
experience it. Give love and feel being loved. Show care and 
concern and see the effects  being multiplied in your life. Giving 
is serving and serving is focusing on others. Helping someone 
less fortunate than us will give us a wake-up call about how 
good our life already is. It teaches us to appreciate our bless-


