
How does the world fare in giving ?
A recent article in the Forbes India presented a few statistics 

on countries and where they stood in their philanthropic giv-
ing? Here’s what it revealed: “Poor no more, if you go by the 
Forbes Rich List. India has 49 billionaires, six of them in the 
top 50. For all this, India has a poor record when it comes to 
philanthropic giving. As a percentage of GDP – a better metric 
than the absolute number – it’s lower even than Pakistan, Ke-
nya and South Africa.”

Clearly this is not a pretty picture. Isn’t that ironic for a 
country which believes that charitable activities are one’s path 
to salvation? Why are we Indians poor givers, especially for a 
society like ours, whose culture and traditions promote giving? 
Moreover, given the tremendous challenges that we face as a 
society, isn’t it surprising that we fare so badly on the giving 
scale? It gives a clear message – that we still have a long way 
to go, especially as a growing number of Indians accumulate 
wealth. What can we do to increase the level of philanthropy 
here in India? Should we not  be giving more?

Most Indians have no qualms about giving cash to family, 
friends, household staff and religious institutions or lavishly 
spending, almost wasting on parties, dinners, weddings. But 
knowing the  scale of poverty – an estimated 40% of India’s 1.1 
billion population lives on less than $1.25 a day, we need to 
become way more generous.

 Giving makes us happy
It has been a proven fact that giving makes us happy. Spend-

ing money on others makes us happier than spending it on our-
selves. All those who have shared their time, talents, resources 
feel happy, contented, experience a sense of satisfaction. So I 
feel that in  our hectic and stressful lifestyles, we should all think 
of doing some philanthropy therapy to get into a positive state 
of mind.

We may not have much money to give away but we can still 
have a good time giving what we can. Here I want to share with 

you the experience of some of you, 
who had taken part in the social 
commitment programme during 
the last semester.

"Visiting the orphanage and 
spending a day with the orphans 
had been a very inspiring experi-
ence. I learnt a lot from the dedi-
cated life of the Sisters of Mother 

Teresa who look after those little orphans with so much love. 
I felt deep joy and a sense of purpose in spending a few hours 
with them. I am determined to continue such work in the years 
to come." (Bijeet Bordoloi

"It was A unique experience, spending a few hours in an 
orphanage taken care of by the Missionaries of Charity. Being 
with those children, carrying them in my arms, talking to them 
and playing with them made me feel  good. I had never done 
that in my life before. Not only I made the children happy, they 
made me  happier too and I carry those lovely memories in my 
heart. I will surely be different and will help out more in the 
years to come." (Nilakshi Devi)

Live your Charity
Warren Buffet had also decided to give back to society a 

good portion of his wealth after his death. But the death of 
his wife, Susie, before him changed his thinking. He decided 
to give away his wealth in his lifetime to the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation.

Bill Gates, Melinda Gates, and Warren Buffett are asking 
the world’s Billionaires to pledge to give at least half of their 
net worth to charity, in their life. If their campaign succeeds, 
it could change the face of philanthropy. The question for us is 
how many Indians – people of wealth will buy their argument.

People don’t believe in the future; they believe in the pres-
ent. If you give while you are alive, people will appreciate you. 
You yourself will find meaning and purpose in your life and will 
enjoy a sense of peace and content. 

Published by 
Assam Don Bosco University
For private circulation only.

Compiled by Sr. Celine D’Cunha fma, Campus Minister.

Never get tired of do-
ing little things for 
others; sometimes 
those little things 
occupy the biggest 
parts of their hearts
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Grasp every opportunity that 
comes your way and attain 

“life in its fullness”.
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Bill Gates is a household name all over the world today. He 
is known particularly for his company Microsoft Corporation 
and for his entrepreneurship that made him, this year, the 

second richest person in the 
world. Till 2010, for 17 con-
secutive years he had been 
named the richest person in 
the world. He is also known 
for authoring or co-author-
ing several books. But there 
is another part of Bill Gates 
that is less known to people. 
That is about what he does 
with his wealth of $56 bil-
lion. Despite being one of 
the richest person living 

on earth and having the possibility to afford every luxury, Bill 
Gates has never craved for the trappings of materialism. His 
three children will be left only a small portion of his enormous 
wealth. They are, of course, sent to a decent school so that 
they can have a good education and build their own lives.

Then where does all his money go? “Beyond a reasonably 
limited amount, it all goes to charity, but in no sense have I 
denied myself anything I wanted. I just didn’t want to build 
a pyramid and own many things,” says Bill Gates.  Experts in 
the industry say Gates second position this year is because of 
his love for philanthropy which cost him serious money. The 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation – with its motto, “Great-
est Love for Humanity” which they established in 2000 has an 
endowment of $38.7 billion in assets, donations to causes that 
goes entirely to helping the poor, speeding up the develop-
ment of Vaccines (for AIDS, malaria, TB), to educational causes 
and scientific research around the world. This is already the 
largest transparently operated charitable foundation in the 
world. He intends to expand it to $100 billion in the future. By 
2007 Gates had already given away $28 billion to AIDS. It is said 
Gates alone can claim to have saved five million lives through 
his charity. He is the biggest ever donor to British Universities 
like Cambridge, Oxford, Edinburgh etc. for scientific research 
and scholarship.

Turning to the other side of the globe, the story is told of 
another person who regularly figures in the list of wealthiest 
people in the world – Mukesh Ambani of India. By contrast, his 
new 27 floors house ‘Antilla’, built for the family of five, costing 
$1billion, according to press reports, is considered the world’s 
most expensive private residence. Besides having the most ex-

pensive furnishings and tapestries, it has a six-level parking ga-
rage, three helipads on the terrace, hanging gardens, airborne 
swimming pools, nine elevators, a spa, a 50- seater theatre 
and a ballroom, Of course Mukesh Ambani has all the right to 
spend his money the way he wants to. Perhaps he also gives 
away a considerable amount to charity without trumpeting it 
to the world. But this skyscraper itself is a scandal in a country 
where 44% of children under the age of 5 are malnourished and 
41.6% of people still live below the poverty line. His skyscraper 
stands tall in the city of Mumbai where 20% of the people live 
on Rs 20 a day and 62% of the people live in slums! Hamish 
McDonald, who chronicled Ambani family’s history, made 
the comment: “He’s sort of saying, “I am rich and I don’t care 
what you think.” Ratan Tata has described Ambani’s house as 
an example of rich Indian’s lack of empathy for the poor. The 
person who lives in there should be concerned about what he 
sees around him and how he can make a difference. If he is 
not, then it’s sad because this country needs people to allocate 
some of their enormous wealth to finding ways of mitigating 
the hardship that people have.

“Is the rich world aware of how four billion of the six billion 
live? If we were aware, we would want to help out; we’d want 
to get involved.” (Bill Gates)

The Joy of Giving Week
Every year India keeps the ‘The Joy of Giving Week.” This 

year it is celebrated from October 2 – October 8. It is a nation-
wide outreach by ‘GiveIndia’ (NGO) that appeals to every Indi-
an from every village, town and city to participate in different 
ways. The theme of the week is GIVING – it could be a drink, a 
smile, a meal, some money, a few books, time, talents… any-
thing at the service of the less fortunate brothers and sisters. 

Hundreds of schools, colleges, Uni-
versities, Corporates, NGOs, etc., 
besides several  individuals, fami-
lies, and associations are on board 
in this noble venture. 

I narrate here a small incident to 
illustrate how a little girl of 10 years 
had decided to contribute to make 
GiveIndia a successful giving move-
ment. Mr. Harsha Reddy, a software 

Engineer in the US, wrote to GiveIndia: “I was very happy to re-
ceive the feedback to my donation. It made me want to extend 
my commitment. In fact, the idea of sponsoring a child’s educa-
tion was my ten year old daughter’s idea. She wants all children 

to go to school and enjoy their childhood like she does.

She even told her mother that she would cut down her visits 
to Pizza Hut and help out with household chores if she could 
send that money through GiveIndia to children in need”.

It’s really nice to hear of children and young people who are 
thinking of and helping those with less and reaching out in a 
meaningful way to make a difference in their lives.

This is a wonderful opportunity for you to get yourself in-
volved in the ‘Joy of Giving Week.” Its Puja time as well as our 

mid-semester break. Therefore you 
will have ample opportunity to reach 
out to some people who are less for-
tunate than us.  I invite you to log in to 
the "Joy of Giving Week” website and 
see how so many individuals, fami-
lies, schools, colleges, universities and 
corporates are involved in spreading 
the culture of giving. You already are 

involved in a small way through your social commitment pro-
gramme, but I invite you to form a culture of giving. See how 
you can make a difference to some poor people because you 
have a heart that wants to give. 

India - Are we a giving Country?
In a recent report released by the Charities Aid Foundation, 

India scores a lowly 134 on a World Giving Index covering 153 
Countries. This makes us question whether India is really a giv-
ing country.

The Charities Aid Foundation has come out with a report 
called the World Giving Report. It is one of the largest projects 
covering 95% of the world’s population in 153 countries and is 
based on an ongoing survey by Gallup and studies how chari-
table behaviour differs in each Country. The level of giving in 
a country indicates something about the strength of civil soci-
ety – the extent to which individuals are willing and are able 
to contribute towards addressing the needs of others both in 
their own localities and across borders.

Australia and New Zealand are the most ‘giving countries” 
with a World Giving Index Score of 57%. They are followed by 
Ireland and Canada with 56% each. India is ranked 134 with 
a score of 19%. Even when we compare India with its neigh-
bours, it is only better than Pakistan and Bangladesh. Sri Lanka 
on the other hand has done extremely well and ranks very high 
at number 8 on the World Giving Index. Therefore, the ques-
tion is, “Is India a giving Country?


